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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Eastern Iurope Divieion

SUBJECT: Advance lependent Travel

1. Onm 27 January 1964 yoa recuested our opinion with regard
to the desired advaace return at Agency expense| |ot 25X1ABA
an employee's dependents in light of civerce procesadings now in pro- 1
cess. Tha employce has completad a tour of duty and will remain in

for a second tour. His wife will have completed her travel
prior to completion of the divorce proceedings.

2, | | provides for the CO8 oxr COB to authorize
advance return for dependents whan that offieial "determines that the
public interest requires the rotura of a nember of the family for com-
pelling personal reasons of a hwnaaitarian or compassionats nature,
including but not limited to cases which may involve physical or menta!
iliness or death of any member of the iramediate family"” {emphasis
supplied). We believe this authority would permit the appropriate
official Jto authorize the return of the wife and childrena aué pre-
sumably he {s prepared t» do so. | | however, requires thet
the employee agree In writing to repay the expenses of advance travel 25X1A |
of dependents when the "employec has 2 change in marital status whick :
cancels the family's eligibility for return to the United States." Fora
change in marital status to effectively cancel a family's eligibility for
return to the United States it aust occur before the employes himself
becomes eligible for sauch return, thatis, normally within 24 months
after his PCS assignment abroad. The amployee’s right to return of
hies family vests upon ccmnpletion of a tour of duty and & change of rnari- :
tal status after that time does aoi affect this right. Accordingly, we !
believe that the employee In this case moed not be reguirad to reimburse
the Agency for any ameunt which might be paid for advance return of kis
dependents.

3. We have discusse this case with a representative of the
Geperal Counsel's Office of the GAC and we believe this ruling is
consistent with the rule applicable elsewherg ﬁn ‘h’ Government.
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